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Module VI Study Guide—Advanced Cardiology

Explain the importance of prehospital care for the cardiac patient

Explain the potential impact of prehospital care on mortality and morbidity for the
cardiac patient

Describe the physical examination for a suspected AMI patient

Explain the rationale for prompt stabilization of the cardiac patient

Explain the pathophysiology for each of the following cardiac disease states:
Angina

Acute myocardial infarction

Aortic and mitral valve disease

Congestive heart failure

Cardiogenic shock

Dissecting aortic aneurysm

g. Pericardial tamponade

Describe the general and pharmacologic management of angina and myocardial
infarction. Include drug doses, routes of administration and side effects.
Describe the general and pharmacologic management of congestive heart failure
and pulmonary edema. Include drug doses, routes of administration and side
effects.

Describe the general and pharmacologic management of the patient in cardiogenic
shock. Include drug doses, routes of administration and side effects.

Explain the proper sequence of events for managing a patient complaining of
chest pain and shortness of breath. Include assessments and interventions and
describe the point at which transport is indicated.

Explain the proper sequence of events for managing a patient with suspected
aortic dissection. Include assessments and interventions and describe the point at
which transport is indicated.

Explain the proper sequence of events for managing a patient with cardiogenic
shock. Include assessments and interventions and describe the point at which
transport is indicated.

Describe the procedure for setting up, attaching and utilizing a transcutaneous
pacer.

Describe the procedure for setting up and performing synchronized cardioversion.
Explain the criteria you will utilize to determine whether a patient in narrow
complex tachycardia will be treated as stable or unstable.

Describe proper assessment and management of a patient experiencing a
hypertensive emergency.

Explain the steps of management of a patient in cardiac arrest secondary to each
of the following rhythms:
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a. Ventricular fibrillation
b. Pulseless electrical activity
c. Asystole

Explain the steps of management for a patient in
Describe the general steps that should be taken prior to accepting a patient for
interhospital transport.



